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Introduction

What is your purpose for studying or teaching Japanese? The coursebook series
Marugoto: Japanese Language and Culture was developed to flexibly address a variety of
different needs.

Nowadays with the development of the internet, more and more people from all over
the world are coming into contact with Japan. In addition, their purposes for studying
Japanese are becoming more varied than ever before. People do not just start studying
Japanese for practical reasons such as for work or study, but an increasing number of
people do so because they like Japanese things and Japanese culture or because they
are interested in the Japanese language itself.

Because of this variety of learners, those working in Japanese language education
are trying to respond flexibly to their needs. Globalisation is also taking place, and
the movement of people and communication between people from different cultures is
becoming more widespread than ever before. In this kind of society, a framework that
everyone can share is needed as the basis for Japanese language education.

We, the Japan Foundation, developed the JF Standard for Japanese Language Education
because we would like people who work within Japanese language education to refer to it
and use it as the basis for dialogue about how to address the various needs of learners. The
JF Standard is a framework for language education founded on the philosophy of ‘Japanese
for mutual understanding’. For mutual understanding to take place, both the competences
to attain objectives through language communication, and an attitude of respect and
understanding towards the cultures of other people are important. In addition, we believe in
the importance of learners managing their own learning and studying by themselves.

Marugoto: Japanese Language and Culture is a series of coursebooks that puts into practice
the way of thinking of the JF Standard. It is devised mainly with adult learners in mind, so
that they can experience the enjoyment of studying Japanese language and culture. It was
also designed in order for learners to be able to feel a sense of achievement through being
able to communicate what they want to say, and understand what others want to say while
doing various activities in Japanese. By learning through these coursebooks, little by little
learners will be able to increase the number of ‘things they can do in Japanese'.

The word marugoto means ‘whole’ or ‘everything’ and was chosen as the title of the
series because the course encompasses both language and culture, features real-life
communication between people, and allows you to experience a variety of aspects of
Japanese culture. We hope that you find these books useful in encouraging you to meet
and interact with people from all over the world and understand each other better.
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